Michael Gerard McInerney — CV / Professional Biography
Name: Michael Gerard McInerney
Honorifics: His Honour Judge (retired)

Professional Summary
· Retired Judge of the County Court of Victoria, with over 23 years on the bench (1994–2017). 
· Experienced in both criminal and civil trials. 
· Participated significantly in court administration and reform. 
· Qualified mediator (involved in negotiation / mediation education programs). 
· Served as Acting Chief Judge of the County Court (April – September 2015). 
Career History
County Court of Victoria
· Judge, appointed 21 June 1994. 
· Acting Chief Judge, April – September 2015 during Chief Judge Rozenes’ illness. 
· Retired: 7 December 2017. 
· Judge in both Criminal and Civil Divisions. 
· Active in court management and working groups to improve processes. 
Judicial Highlights
Of many of the judicial highlights the following stand out:  
· In 2008, in Larner v Parks Victoria [2008] VCC 827, presided over a civil cause against Parks Victoria on the issue of liability for injury from a falling limb.  Judgment for 6 million dollars awarded to Mr Larner as the highest civil award of damages in the State of Victoria.  There was no appeal of such decision. Such judgment survives as the highest County Court judgement in civil litigation to this day. 
· His Honour sat as the presiding Judge upon the first two trials concerning slavery offences under the Commonwealth Criminal Code 1995 to take place in Australia.  The first trial resulted in a hung jury; the second resulted in a conviction which was overturned by the Court of Appeal, R v Wei Tang [2007] VSCA 134.   The determination of the Court of Appeal was then overturned by the High Court: R v Tang [2008] HCA 39, where His Honour’s charge to the jury, as to the elements of the charge, was unanimously upheld. 
· 2005 to 2010, Judge in charge of Commonwealth and State Assets Confiscation List 
Legal Practice (pre-judiciary)
· Admitted to legal practice in 1973. 
· Worked initially as a solicitor in Melbourne, then in London with a firm of solicitors. 
· Returned to Victoria and was called to the Bar in September 1977. 
· Built a strong practice: common law, licensing law, administrative law, planning law and 10 years on the civil Bendigo circuit 
Education & Training
· LLB (Melbourne) 
· Recognised by Monash Law School: involved in the “County Court of Victoria Prize for Negotiation and Mediation Law.” 
· Ongoing professional development via the Judicial College of Victoria. 

Leadership & Service Roles
· Acting Chief Judge, County Court (see above). 
· Member of various court committees and working groups to shape court policy and practice. 
· Presented on access to justice, including migration law and exploitation topics. 
· His farewell was publicly acknowledged by the Court on 7 December 2017. 

Skills & Expertise
· Judicial experience: deep knowledge of trial litigation, sentencing, procedural law.
· Mediation & negotiation: trained mediator, with experience in alternative dispute resolution. Judicial Mediation 
· Court reform & administration: worked on improving court systems, processes, and technology.
· Public speaking & teaching: delivered presentations on justice, access, and legal reform.
· Cross-jurisdictional insight: experience in both common law practice overseas and Australian legal practice.

Recognition & Reputation
· Highly respected among peers and in the legal community. 
· Known for advocacy on court infrastructure: e.g., publicly called out neglect of court buildings. 
· Public confidence earned through long and stable service on the bench.

Post-Retirement
· Reserve Judge as of 2023–24 in the County Court of Victoria (2017-2025) 
· Available for mediation / ADR work, drawing on decades of judicial experience and formal training in negotiation.
